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Meet Your Neighbor: Ed Beeler and the Sharpsburgh Museum of History

You can tell when someone has found
their purpose; it shows on their face. Meet
Ed Beeler, Executive Director of the
Sharpsburgh Museum of History.

Originally from a long line of folks from
Waynesboro, PA, Ed and his wife Cindy
moved to town seventeen years ago. He
was told this was an unfriendly place for
newcomers but found just the opposite to
be true. His move here was embraced by
everyone he met. The draw for him and
his wife was the peace and quiet of our

town.

This guy has been busy here-abouts. He’s not just the museum’s Executive Di-
rector. He’s a town Councilman with the responsibility for Historical Planning
and Town Archives (Every Councilperson has an assigned responsibility.)

He has been Chairman for past Founder’s Day and Heritage Festival events and
is hopeful that these can be restored after the pandemic delays. He 1s co-author,
along with Michael I. Chapline, of the book, “Searching for Joseph Chapline”.

Take a look at the Sharpsburgh Museum of History Facebook page. It shows just
how active Ed is in promoting the historical significance of this place. You will
notice that he’s working with local schools and parents to employ interested youth
as interns. You can often encounter these young people at the museum working on
displays and introducing guests to the collection.

W Daniel Marker (American Long Rifle)
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The photo to the
right shows Ed
with a museum
treasure, a Daniel
Marker long-rifle,
built right here in
Sharpsburg. Look
for a feature arti-
cle on Marker’s
rifles and the dis-
tinctive American
history of these
weapons in a future edition of the Crier. cawatveterans@gmail.com

'l Come All Who Are Thirsty Veterans
Group

Mr. Beeler has a unique and important ~ www.comeallwhoarethirsty.org
role in this town: town leader, curator, _p oth Harris

planner, and advocate. Perhaps most im-
portant of all is his encouragement for
young people who wish to pursue an in-
terest in our history.

Washington County Master Garden-
ers: “Managing Deer in the Land-

The town, the Crier, and especially Ed scape”

invite you to come down to town Hall

and visit the Museum.

The Master Gardeners will offer a free
online class on how to manage deer in
Please join the Crier in thanking Ed for the landscape on Friday, December 3,

his devotion to this place, volunteering  from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
countless hours to the effort.

- Editor

CAWAT Monthly Breakfast
& Meeting

The public, as well as Veterans & First
Responders, are welcome.

Learn more about our Veterans Inspir-
ing Patriotism & Veterans in the Class-

room initiatives. o .
December 4th, 2021, 9:30 am - 11:30 tUn(l}VGYdSItY Of;Mafg\}aéli Extéﬁstlon ﬁdas-
am, 3904 Mills Road, Sharpsburg er Gardener lma webster will teac

participants how to choose plants and
January 8th, 2022, 9:30 am - 11:30 am, manage their landscapes to garden suc-
3904 Mills Road, Sharpsburg cessfully in the presence of deer.
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Participants will learn the top five tech-
niques for discouraging deer and which
plants deer prefer and dislike. They will
also find out about deer habits and his-
tory and how to thwart the three types
of seasonal damage they cause.

Pre-registration is required at https://
umd.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJAucuuvqzljH9agDBymYrErPsp6mf-
HOql7E

After registering, participants will re-
ceive a confirmation email with infor-
mation on joining the meeting.

Volunteer educators with the Universi-
ty of Maryland Extension, Master Gar-
deners teach people safe, effective gar-
dening practices that build healthy gar-
dens and communities. They give edu-
cational talks, create demonstration gar-
dens, offer therapeutic horticulture, host
information booths at community events
and recognize Bay-Wise landscapes.

For more information on the Master
Gardener program, contact Annette Cor-
many at acormany@umd.edu or 301-

791-1604.

- Annette Cormany on Behalf of Master
Gardeners

2 SHARPSBURG:

* The Little Town
aith 2 Big Hisugr

Christmas Eve Service
Father Connor Newlun and the congre-
gation of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

invite you all to share
in the peace, comfort,
and fellowship of our
Christmas Eve Service, December 24.
Arrive at 6:45 PM to hear the musical
Prelude on organ. Celebration of the
Holy Eucharist follows at 7 PM.

C&O Canal Resurfacing Project

Folks walking and biking along the
newly resurfaced C&O Canal National
Historical Park (NHP) towpath are en-
joying a whole new experience — gone
are the rocks, roots, and ruts, gone the
erosion and washouts, gone the deep
muddy wallows. Instead, a smooth, firm
resurfaced towpath of crushed stone
dust carries visitors safely and trouble-
free. One delighted user described the
new surface as “a revelation.”

With wear and tear due to its proximi-
ty to the Potomac River and the con-
stant threat of floods and washouts a
preservation plan was needed. 2017
marked the first year of the C&O Canal
NHP’s multi-year project to comprehen-
sively resurface the more than 80 miles
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identified as most in need of urgent re-
habilitation.

The goal of the resurfacing project is
to provide a smooth, level surface for
the five million hikers, bikers, and visi-

tors who utilize the towpath annually,
while maintaining durability of the tow-
path during high water and flood events.

Thanks to the support of private donors
to the C&O Canal Trust, along with
funds from the National Park Service
and the State of Maryland’s Transporta-
tion Alternatives Program, 50 miles of
towpath between Violettes Lock (near
Darnestown, MD) and Lock 38 at the
Shepherdstown Bridge have been resur-
faced. The Sharpsburg section of the
towpath is currently in progress. An ad-
ditional 12 miles from Lock 38 to the
Big Slackwater boat ramp will be com-
pleted by the end of 2021.

“I owe my sanity over the past year to
my frequent bike rides along the C&O
Canal NHP. The beauty, wildlife, soli-
tude, fresh air, and nightly light show
over the Potomac keep me coming
back,” said Katie Rapp, a donor and fre-
quenter of the Park. Whether it’s hiking,

biking, or a light stroll there are many
ways to enjoy the C&O Canal NHP.

2021 marks the 50th anniversary of the
C&O Canal NHP. Show your support
for its preservation for the next 50 years
by making a donation today at
www.CanalTrust.org/50th.

- Ms. Maggie Dier on Behalf of C&O
Canal Trust

Community Calendar

December 1 at 1 PM: Book Share for
Adults

“What's your favorite holiday sto-
ry?”

Sharpsburg Library
301-432-8825

December 3 at 7 PM: Christmas Tree
Lighting

Town Square
townofsharpsburg@comcast.net

December 3 at 10 AM: Master Gar-
deners: Managing Deer in the Land-
scape

On-Line, Preregistration Required
at https://umd.zoom.us/meeting/
register/
tJAucuuvqgzljH9agDBymYrErP-
sp6mfHOQ17E

acormany@umd.edu or 301-791-
1604.
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December 4 at 9:30 AM:
CAWAT Monthly Breakfast & Meet-

ing
3904 Mills Road, Sharpsburg
cawatveterans@gmail.com

www.comeallwhoarethirsty.org

December 4 at 6 PM to 12 Midnight:

Memorial Battlefield Illumination

Rt. 34 at the Richardson Avenue
intersection, vehicles only (no
walkers)

http://home.nps.gov/anti/
planyourvisit/luminary.htm

301-432-5124

December 6 at 6PM: Mayor and
Council Meeting

Sharpsburg Town Hall
townofsharpsburg@comcast.net

December 7 through 9 between
1:30 PM and 6:30 PM: Take Home
Christmas Book Craft for Adults and
Teens, while they last!

Sharpsburg Library
301-432-8825

December 9 at 3:30 PM: Special
Story Time - Reindeer Games!

Sharpsburg Library
301-432-8825

December 11 at 4 PM: Tolson’s
Chapel Christmas by Candlelight -
Facebook Live Virtual Community
Christmas Celebration

https://www.facebook.com/
tolsons.chapel

December 12 through end of Janu-
ary: "Booky" the Snowman!

Sharpsburg Library

Get your picture taken with
"Booky" and pick up a goodie bag,
fun facts, and STEM activity ideas!

301-432-8825

December 18 at 12 Noon: Wreaths
Across America

National Cemetery, 302 Est Main
Street

inmcpeliliu@gmail.com

December 24 at 6:45 PM: Christmas
Eve Service, St. Paul’s Episcopal

209 West Main Street
https://stpaulssharpsburg.org/

January 9 at 9:30 AM:
CAWAT Monthly Breakfast & Meet-

ing
3904 Mills Road, Sharpsburg
cawatveterans@gmail.com
www.comeallwhoarethirsty.org

Recurring Events 2021

December: Winter Spice Club

Pick up while supplies last! Decem-
ber - Cardamon

*History and info about the spice;
Recipes including the spice

Sharpsburg Library
301-432-8825
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1st Wednesday of the month 1PM
Adults: Book Share

Sharpsburg Library
301-432-8825

Thursdays at 3:30PM: Storytime
Sharpsburg Library

Masks are required for those 2 and
up during Storytime in the library.

301-432-8825

Second Thursdays every month, Li-
on’s Club 7PM, St. Paul's Episcopal
Church, 209 W. Main St, Sharps-
burg, MD 21782

Area Churches

Christ Reformed Church

117 West Main Street
Sharpsburg
301-432-6182

Sundays: 9AM

United Christian Fellowship

18823 Shepherdstown Pike, Keedys-
ville, MD 21756

301-432-0110

Sundays: 8:45AM Fellowship, 9AM
Sunday School, 10AM Worship &
Children's Church

Sharpsburg Church of the Brethren
123 E Main St, Sharpsburg
Sundays at AM, Sunday School at
10:30AM

301-432-4944

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
209 West Main Street
Sharpsburg

301-432-7098

Sundays: 10AM

Burnside First Church of God
3904 Mills Rd, Sharpsburg

Sharpsburg Bible Church

5134 General Stuart Court, Sharps-
burg

301-432-5309

Sunday School 9:30 AM to 10:30
AM, Sunday Morning Worship & Chil-
dren's Church 10:30 AM to 11:30
AM

Mayor & Councilpersons

Russ Weaver — Mayor
Jacob Martz — Vice Mayor
Mia Parsons — Council
John Hammond — Council
Ed Beeler-Council

Robbie Waters — Council
Joe Kudla — Council

106 East Main Street
PO Box 368
Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782

Phone: 301-432-4428

Fax: 301-432-8990
https://sharpsburgmd.com/
townofsharpsburg@comcast.net

https://www.facebook.com/
TheTownOfSharpsburg

Zoning Administrator-Tim Lung
Sharpsburg.md.zoning(@gmail.com
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Memories of Veterans u:'
Day 2021 ’

Special thanks to Ms. Ava
Gift, American Legion
Auxiliary, and Ms. Beatrix
Gregg, photographer




ATTACHMENT:

Mayor & Council of Sharpsburg
Meeting Minutes-DRAFTED
November 1, 2021, 6 pm
I. Call meeting to order at 6:02 p.m., the pledge was led by councilmember Mia Parsons
Meeting minutes from October 2021 to approve-Ed motioned, Robbie seconded and all were in favor.

Zoning with Tim (via speaker phone)

Tim thanked the mayor and council for allowing him to report via phone and reiterated that if he was needed, he would be
available for an in-person meeting.

Zoning Ordinance text amendment for Domestic Poultry.

Public Hearing was held on August 2. Following the hearing, the amendment was discussed by the Council, was voted on and ap-
proved. Presented tonight is the formal Ordinance of Adoption to be signed by Mayor and Council, and the Town Clerk. Ordinance
was signed.

110 S. Mechanic Street (Gideon Property LLC)- Short Term Rental BZA Case.

Public hearing by BZA held on Sept 30. Request was approved with certain conditions. Decision and findings of fact were written
and signed by the BZA Chair. Applicant was notified of the approval and the condition that a Zoning Permit and the recorded park-
ing easement be submitted within 90 days. Deadline will be Dec 30.

225 W. Antietam Street - Weed complaint-10-day notice of weed violation sent on Oct 25. Compliance required by Nov 4.

0 W. Antietam St. (Crampton) - Weed complaint

This property was notified of the violation in August and was mowed within the compliance period. Since then, the weeds have
grown up again and is in non-compliance. August notice included a statement that any further violation would be corrected by the
town without additional notification. The property has been mowed and the property owner will be billed.

121 E. main Street — Potential building code issues and weed complaint. Have received several complaints from Council mem-
ber regarding this property. County building inspector was asked to inspect the property. Response from Tom Hoover is
as follows:

1 did a site visit to the address provided. The building appears uninhabited and there was no one present while | did my inspection. By walking on
the street and the alleys beside the property | took the photos attached to this email. Although the property is run down there does not appear to
be any structural failure or unsafe conditions of allow someone to enter it without lock and key or forcible entry. This includes the shed to the rear
of the dwelling and the garage/storage building on the back corner of the property at the corner of the alleys. I’'m not sure there is anything our
office can do about. The property is in violation of the weed ordinance. 10-day notice of violation has been sent.

124 E. Main Street — Building Permit for roof replacement

Received a building permit application from Long fence and roof for a roof replacement. Application was forwarded to the county
for review and is currently in processing. No zoning matters involved.

Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program

Have received several inquiries regarding this program which is administered by the County. According to the brochure, in order
for properties in the Town to be eligible for these credits, the Town would need to adopt some form of preservation zoning, design
guidelines and appoint a Historic District Commission to review applications. Have reached out to the County Planning Department
for additional information. May be an item that the Planning Commission should explore.

Mayor’s Report -Russ Weaver

Jacob Martz-Vice Mayor-Russ spoke that Jake will be taking some time off through the holidays. He will still work on the Me-
morial Day Parade, getting bids on the council’s sound system, assisting with the bylaws for the Friends of the Lutheran
Cemetery and is still the vice mayor.

History of Sharpsburg Fire Company-there are some possible artifacts from the Lutheran Church that the town’s museum will
create an exhibit for the Sharpsburg Fire Department. The museum will tentatively plan for an exhibit in spring, 2022. Ed
may reach out via Facebook to see if residents have any items they would like to share.

POS updates

Funding has been approved and Mick Carr is gathering a few samples for Welcome to Sharpsburg signs. A banner
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could also be in the works with more information about the park. Property will be bought as soon as possible,
hoping before Thanksgiving.
David Guiney’s Park program, (Saturday, November 6 from 930-300) This will allow the public to have input on the
experience that folks will have when they go to the park
Audit/Budget + October Actuals
Audit is going well, almost all correspondence was delivered to SEK electronically. The audit was extended until the
end of November.
Financials were discussed large portion of income was from grants, close to 100K
Budget wise we are on track, soon budget reports will be generated by QuickBooks
Robbie motioned for the financials to be accepted and Mia seconded. All were in favor.
Sustainable Community Application
Drafted application has been submitted; this is a good thing for our town. Being a sustainable community assists with
funding from government agencies.
Community Network
Even in a small town some residents are slipping through the cracks; we have one homeless person, an elderly man
who needs rides and there is a need from Mika’s backpack recipients from the local elementary schools during
the holidays. Russ asked who would like to try to assist, Russ, along with Joe and Mike will be on the look out for
any citizen who may need some assistance; a neighbors helping neighbors-an informal network. Carrie will reach
out to the school to see what families, that live in town, that are in the Mika backpack program that would bene-
fit some help for the holidays.

Council comments

e Mia Parsons-Planning-(Streetscape), grants

O Looking into quotes from certified arborists

O Balsam fir tree was purchased and waiting on flower bed, (annuals pulled and contraption for cut tree to be removed)
O Railing quote is in the process

O The planning commission is meeting to decide on banners, hangers and which type and where on the electric polls. Scope of
pricing to be addressed as to how many and how far from town square.

o Joe Kudla-streets, roads & culverts

O 1000.00 paid for unsafe tree that was the town’s responsibility, Joe and Robbie agreed that it was a very good deal as it was a
very large tree.

Bridge on top of Rt. 65-Taylor’s flushed and much debris was cleaned out

Craig Paving is giving an estimate on the hole on Antietam St, looks like the hole goes underneath the road
Bank parking lot was fixed and the pothole fix looks good

Three lights have been fixed, more are needed, Potomac Edison

Near the ball park there’s a sign that needs to be removed,

© 0 0 0 O O

Many walnuts in the area causing street debris, possible to seek out Williamsport to assist with street cleaning, (their street
cleaning machine was either fixed or the town bought a new one)

Ed Beeler-Historical Planning, town archives, communications, grants
Monthly Attendence: 253, 95 of this was from the Reopening event

Donations: two different people gave artifacts that were found in Sharpsburg

We now have 12 volunteers and one intern with a possibility of another volunteer
Upcoming events include

Colonial Clothing & Century local recipes in the planning stage

December Miss Sharpsburg will be crowned to start her reign in 2022

March 26™ will be a metal detecting program

Robbie Waters-parks, railroad station, town operations, town safety

O Robbie wants to head up the Fishing tournament at the pond this coming season, (late April/early May. Need to budget this
program. There was a discussion of amount with inflation considered. 1K was agreed, program will include stocking the pond,
food, prizes and promotion. Ed motioned the fishing tournament budget, Joe seconded and all were in favor.

+4+44+44+00000

O Brush Pick up started today and will continue until finished, hoping about a week to 10 days depending on the weather. There
is some metal sticking out of a dirt pile that needs to be addressed

O Alley #7 was cleared of brush and



O Some residents take advantage of the ordinance of lawn care; hoping Tim can write a letter that states you have a certain
number of days before mowing, after if this continues to be an issue, the town will take care of the lawn and bill the resident for
this. Most owners and residents comply with appropriate lawn care, there is a need to urge the non-compliant. Tim and Russ to
codify a letter of warning to keep the lawn mowed and if not the town will take over mowing and bill resident/owner.

Officer Peyton’s schedule was emailed out to all council members and Robbie read off the report:

patrol checks-park 6, ballfield 4, school 7, Antietam station 5

traffic enforcement-3hrs for 6 warnings, 7 citations, 3 parking complaints

3 hrs. foot patrol

assisted county with 3 calls out of town for mental subject, landlord-tenant dispute, and disorderly subject.

John Hammond-Building and Infrastructure

Lights for the parking lot were ordered

© 0 4 4+4+4++40

Larry & Sons is scheduled to come and give an estimate on the cleaning of the HVAC

Well drilling, it is almost impossible to get a company to call back. There was some discussion that the county was going to
help as they were very supportive and enthusiastic for this project. Anyone that has drill companies that they would sug-
gest, send the contact information directly to John. The wells would be commercial in scope and have a 6—8-inch casing.

Community Partners

e Chris Vincent-advisory board

The committee met on Wednesday, October 13, 2021.

Due to COVID-19 this meeting was conducted via Zoom. Superintendent Trail discussed the rehabilitation project of the
Visitor’s Center. The temporary building opened and visitor services are being conducted there along with the bookstore,
daily 9a-5p. All of the HAZMAT has been removed from the Visitor Center building and any demo work and system remov-
al is almost completed. Outside, the sidewalks have been removed and the overhanging trellises were cut off. The exhibit
fabrication contract has been awarded so work will begin on the exhibits. Project is still on schedule with a completion
date of July 2022 and opening Sept. 16, 2022.

Other Projects: HPTC continues to work on the preservation project at the Piper house with the roof replacement and some of
the exterior work. There is some monument restoration is being conducted throughout the park.

Trail Rehab Project is complete with the Cornfield, East Woods and West Woods trails connected and marked. The next step of
the project will be to include trail head signs and guides. Next year the focus will be on the southern end of the field look-
ing at the Burnside Bridge, Final Attack and Snavely Ford area.

The 159" Battle Anniversary was very successful and the Park is starting to look at work around the park and planning for next
year —the 160™. Plan is for a multiday event with programs and speakers.

The first scoping meeting of the Land Use Management Plan / Environmental Assessment is schedule for Oct. 21 virtually. This
plan and EA will define the framework for the treatment of the battlefield landscape and describe specific guidelines and
tasks aimed to maintain and enhance the park’s historic character.

The purpose of this Landscape Management Plan is to develop comprehensive, sustainable land use strategies that will pre-
serve significant landscape elements and integrate natural and cultural resource values, including a framework to:

Sustainably manage agricultural uses and forests;

Protect critical view sheds from surrounding development;

Restore historic viewpoints, currently obstructed by overgrown vegetation;

Protect witness trees that were standing at the time of the Battle of Antietam;

Stabilize eroding shorelines and trails;

Advance watershed stewardship goals;

Increase resiliency to climate change impacts; and

Improve opportunities for park visitors to learn about the battle's events and significance.
More information about the plan can be found at: https://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectiD=104934
Public comments will be accepted by mail or the website until Nov 21.

Events: The Memorial Illumination is being planning to be held this year.

Mr. Vincent asked about the where the current exhibits (such as the Roulette family items) were and if it was possible to loan
to Sharpsburg Museum. These items were on loan to the NPs from the family and have been returned.

The next meeting is scheduled for Dec.8th, 2021.

e Mike Arant-Town Crier
O Email distribute is up to 154 households

O First edition in print proposal will be given to Russ
Any story ideas, please feel free to submit, Mike is willing to write up a story if bulleted ideas are submitted
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Old Business/ACTIONS

Poultry Ordinance to approve-this was signed

Security cameras-two companies-Somerset and Dynamark-both gave us good ideas with the major differences of price due to in-
ternet service as opposed to video cameras. Robbie motioned for Dynamark’s bid, Ed seconded it and all were in favor of the less
expense company without the need to have a monitoring system via the internet with such low crime in town.

Walls-Historical survey is almost completed with the walls being included.

Big Spring-the owner, Mr. Hull, suggests that there is a fenced to keep tourists/residents out and to only be accessed for cleaning
and maintenance. This property will also be town owned.

Bowman Trust-discussion was held on a project that would be appropriate for this funding. Mia suggested the water fountain at
town center, Robbie and John suggested improvements and handicapped accessibility to the town’s pond. Carrie and Robbie will
go to the pond and come up with a scope of improvements; Mia to get some ideas/estimates for water and seating near bank
building.

New Business

Brown property-a map of the property was shown and discussed; ideally it would make for a nice continuation of the park and link
to the town pond. At this time, council feels that it would be too big of a project and clean up and debris removal would be expen-
sive.

Snow Removal Contract with B&B Auto-contract is up the end of the year; all were in favor of extending it for one year. Robbie
motioned and Ed seconded, all were in favor. Joe helped with rewording the contract extension.

Holiday Decoration-Roostervane Gardens-town will have Roostervane Gardens decorate this year.

th

Meeting adjourned at 8:15, next meeting scheduled for Monday, December 6
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