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Love, Devotion, Mentorship…and Baked Goods 

(Editor’s Note: Well it happened again. The story he thought he 
was getting was vastly different from the one he found.  The 
original title was to be “Ms. Sandy Maxwell at Burkholder’s 
Bakery: Meet Your Neighbor”.  Now, this story is certainly that, 
but it ended up, as you’ll see, another story altogether.) 

It begins when you turn off Harpers Ferry Road onto East 
High Street. You smell wonderfulness! Now you know why you 
got up before sunrise this morning. It was to get to Burkholder’s 
Bakery early. 

But, let’s step back and take it from the beginning.   

It began in the late ‘90s when Mr. Nathan Burkholder’s daugh-
ters asked him to consider  involving them in some profitable family enterprise.  The idea 
they came up with was selling baked goods, produced in the kitchen of their farm on Lime 
Kiln Road, using family as workforce, and selling them at the gas station on the corner of 
Main and Church Streets. At first, they restricted the offerings to cookies, pies, and bread. 

Apart from baking for family and Mennonite community events, Nathan and the family had 
no experience in large volume bakery production.  They used 
family and friend’s recipes and the Mennonite Community Cook-
book.  As they increased the number of their offerings, they 
learned through practice to embrace the stunning range you see 
there every day now. The amount of work, perseverance, learn-
ing, and growth is astonishing.  Although he sold the business lo-
cated at its current location, Nathan is right there early every day. 
You’d think this is his story.  You’d be wrong! 

See, when you’re in Nathan’s presence, you immediately see a 
cheerful, open, communicative man devoted to family, the busi-
ness, community, the future, and especially to mentoring the peo-
ple around him. (More on that later.) His theme in life is the im-
portance of being able to provide for ourselves, regardless of cir-
cumstances, especially when times are bad. He especially wants 
to “teach kids to work”. 

Sandy, the new owner, says of him that until she can capture it on 
a spreadsheet, the dizzyingly complex supply needs and recipes 

Nathan Burkholder 
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are all “in Nathan’s mind”.   

Speaking of Sandy 
(Ms. Sandy Max-
well) she and part-
ner/fiancée Mr. Da-
mien Tapocik, pur-
chased the business 
early this year.  
Watching Sandy, 
engaged in the bak-
ing process, dusted 
with flour, and radi-
ating joy, you’d 

think she was born 
in a bakery.  Again, 
you’d be wrong! 

She and her partner met as children in Ger-
mantown. Apart from family kitchen baking 
and a brief experience of making bagels in a 
family shop, she had no experience in the 
overall bakery business.  Sandy has a past in 
an entirely different world. She has been a 
Nurse for twenty five years and is still in-
volved in primary immune disease research at 
the National Institute of Allergies and Infec-
tious Disease.  The baking business is a leap 
of faith. Speaking of faith, Damien said of the 
decision, “I feel called to be in Sharpsburg.” 

Sandy’s day begins at 3am, sometimes earli-
er, because if the donuts are to be ready for 
the DC/Baltimore commuters, that’s what it 
takes. She admits to the challenges with the 
“learning curve” as the biggest. At the top of 
her reasons to take on the challenge is to 
“Honor Nathan’s legacy of love.”  She also 
provides part-time employment, and Nathan’s 
influence, for three young people. 

“Give me something to do.” That’s eleven 
year old Gideon. You see, he works at the bak-
ery several hours per week and when recently 
there was a slow period he went to Sandy with 
that request. Cool kid right there!  

In addition, Gideon’s sister Angela and 
brother David also have roles to play at 
Burkholder’s.  Their mother, Ms. Abigail 

York, told me 
that her chil-
dren are home 
schooled and 
the bakery is a 
great way to 
provide them 
experience in a 
challenging and 
public environ-
ment.  Of 
course, as 
you’ve read al-
ready, the inter-
action with cus-
tomers and 
mentoring they receive from Na-
than and Sandy are the real 
treasures. 

When you walk into Burkholder’s, you ex-
perience something bigger than pastry; it’s 
Love, Devotion, and Mentorship.  When you 
return home, you carry that scent of wonder-
fulness in your clothes. 

- Editor 
 

From the Mayor and Council 
In addition to the Minutes of last month’s 

Town Council Meeting,  please see TWO Or-
dinance Reports. 

 

 
 

About the Town 
SVFC Lowers PPC Rating, Reducing Local 

Insurance Rates 

The Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Company, 
Inc. (SVFC) is proud to announce that our 
community has received a new Public Protec-
tion Classification (PPC) rating from the In-
surance Services Office (ISO). Our communi-
ty now has a PPC Class 4 rating in all areas 

Sandy Maxwell in Full Joy 

Mode! 

Left to Right: The 
York Crew. David, 
Angela,  Gideon, 
and mom Abigail 
York. 



3 

within 5 road miles of our fire station. Previ-
ously, the SVFC service area was rated Class 
6 in protected areas (with hydrants) and Class 
9 in unprotected areas (without hydrants). 
PPC ratings range from 1 (best protection) to 
10 (least protection) and significantly influ-
ence homeowners and business insurance pre-
miums. 

With this improvement, residents are en-
couraged to contact their insurance companies 
to potentially save on premiums. This new 
rating places SVFC among the top 17-35% of 
over 38,000 communities in the United States, 
a remarkable achievement given our water 
supply and staffing limitations. Typically, bet-
ter ratings are reserved for urban areas with 
hydrant systems and career fire departments. 

The PPC rating is based on three compo-
nents: emergency communications (10%), the 
fire department (50%), and water supply 
(40%). Washington County’s 9-1-1 system 
provides excellent emergency communica-
tions. SVFC improved its fire department rat-
ing by acquiring new apparatus and equip-
ment, increasing staffing, conducting exten-
sive training, and reducing response times. A 
significant factor was the deployment of De-
partment of Emergency Services staffing to 
Sharpsburg in 2021, providing three highly 
trained responders at the station 24/7, which 
reduced response times and losses. It is im-
perative to increase staffing to improve ser-
vice delivery and further reduce costs. 

SVFC has invested heavily in facilities, ap-
paratus, and equipment over the past decade, 
using donated and raised funds, competitive 
grants, and foundation donations. Currently, 
we are raising over $1.2 million to replace our 
1998 Engine-Tanker. Like all fire companies, 
we face the challenge of rising equipment 
costs, which have doubled in the last three 
years. 

Water supply ratings were improved 
through the testing and maintenance of 
Sharpsburg and Keedysville hydrant systems. 
Due to the historical nature of our community, 

water system expansion is limited. However, 
SVFC has supplemented the water supply 
with a 3,000-gallon tanker purchased in 2018, 
extensive water supply training, and the stra-
tegic deployment of "dry hydrants" at ponds 
and streams. 

SVFC is always ready to assist in emergen-
cies, but we rely on community support. You 
can make a difference by volunteering as a 
responder, fundraiser, or administrative mem-
ber, supporting our events, participating in 
our fund-drive, or using your connections to 
benefit SVFC. These efforts improve the 
quality of life in our area and reduce insur-
ance costs. 

Please consider sharing a portion of your 
insurance savings with the community as we 
strive to further enhance public safety. For 
more information about the PPC rating or 
how you can help, email us at sharps-
burgvfc@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your support. 

- Jay Brandenburg, SVFC-President 

 
Artifact of the Month: Chair from the 

Grove Farm 

This chair, now part of the Sharpsburgh 
Museum of History collection, is from the 
Grove Farm just outside town. The Grove 
Farm is known to history as having hosted 
President Abraham Lincoln on his visit to the 
battlefield to confer with General McClellan, 
who along with the Army of the Potomac still 
occupied the area.  The old photo was taken 
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on Friday, October 3, 
1862, and depicts a dining 
chair. According to some, 

this is the very chair in the Museum but later 
repaired with modifications. To most others, 
the chair was a different Grove Farm dining 
room chair. Maybe the President sat in it!  
Maybe he leaned on it heavily, closed his 
eyes, and contemplated the catastrophe of that 
war, the dreadful aftermath of that battle, and 
the burden of leadership in that dark time.  
You decide. 

- Editor 

Community Calendar 
 
June 29 at 2PM: Commanders of 
Antietam, Jim Buchanan – MG 
John Sedgwick 
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
 
July 1 at 6PM: Town Council Meet-
ing (CANCELLED) 
Sharpsburg Town Hall 
106 E Main St, Sharpsburg, MD 
21782 
301-432-4428 
 
July 1 at 7PM: Dr. Brad Gottfried, 
At the Forefront of the Armies: 
The Role of the Cavalry During 
the Maryland Campaign 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 

301-432-5079 
 
July 3 at 1PM: Adult Book Share 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
July 6 at 10AM: Lego Club  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
July 8 at 7PM: Sharon Murray, 
Dixon S. Miles Reconsidered 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 
301-432-5079 
 
July 11 at 3:30PM: Special Story 
Times (Science Guys!) 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
July 11 and 12 from 2PM to 4PM:  
Science in the Library (Road 
Tripping USA: Habitats & Ex-
treme Weather from Coast to 
Coast)  
For those entering grades 3-6.  Reg-
istration Required, call 301-432-
8825.  Registration begins June 1st.   
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
July 13 at 2PM: Commanders of 
Antietam, Tom McMillian -Brig. 
Gen. Lewis A. Armistead and 
Brig. Gen. Winfield Scott Han-
cock 
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
 
 
 

mailto:president@antietaminstitute.org
mailto:president@antietaminstitute.org
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July 15 at 7PM:D. Scott Hartwig, 
One Man’s Experiences: Major 
Rufus Dawes and the Battle of 
Antietam 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 
301-432-5079 
 
July 17 from 2PM to 5PM: Kids Fest 
at the Ag Expo 
7313 Sharpsburg Pike, Boonsboro 
21713 
 
July 18 at 3:30: Authentic Com-
munity Theatre  
Sharpsburg Park on High Street   
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
July 22 at 7PM: Dr. Alex Rossino, 
Longstreet’s March to Hager-
stown and Back, Sept. 11-14, 
1862 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 
301-432-5079 
 
Week of July 23, Anytime the Library 
is Open: Puzzle Swap 
(Drop off and pick up puzzles!) All 
ages. 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
July 27 at 2PM: Commanders of 
Antietam, Michael Hill – Brig. 
Gen. Thomas Meagher 
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
 

July 29 at 7PM: Dana Shoaf, The 
Evolution of Civil War Ambulanc-
es 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 
301-432-5079 
 
July 31 at 6PM: Master Gardener 
Program, Water for Wildlife  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
August 1 at 3:30: Puppet Show 
and Bookmobile Stop 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
August 3 at 10AM: Lego Club  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
August 5 at 7PM: Dr. Tom Clem-
ens, Washington County’s For-
gotten Military Hero 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 
301-432-5079 
 
August 7 at 1PM: Book Share, 
Adult  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
August 10 at 2PM: Commanders of 
Antietam, Sharon Murray – Colo-
nel B. F. Davis 
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
 
 

mailto:president@antietaminstitute.org
mailto:president@antietaminstitute.org
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August 12 at 7PM: Dr. Jim 
Broomall, “‘The hills were black 
with spectators’: Civilians on the 
Antietam Battlefield 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 
301-432-5079 
 
Week of August 13, Anytime the Li-
brary is Open: Tween and Teens  
(Stop in and make a paracord brace-
let or a pony bead lizard to put on 
your hiking backpack.)  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
August 14 at 3PM: Adventures in 
Fun: Reptile Show 
Sharpsburg Park on High Street  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
August 19 at 7PM: Steve Stotelmy-
er, The Legend of Barbara Fritch-
ie 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 
301-432-5079 
 
August 22 at 3:30PM: End of Sum-
mer Reading Club Party (Chalk 
and Bubbles!)  
Sharpsburg Park on High Street 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
August 24 at 2PM: Commanders of 
Antietam, Joe Stahl – Col. Harri-
son S. Fairchild 
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
 

August 26 at 7PM: John Schildt/
Laura Marfut, “Roads to Antie-
tam” 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Sponsor, Rohrbach Inn at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 
209 W. Main St. 
301-432-5079  
 
August 28 at 6PM: Master Garden-
er Program, Pollinators  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
September 7 at 2PM: Commanders 
of Antietam, Jim Rosebrock – 
Col. Stephen D. Lee 
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
 
September 21 at 2PM: Command-
ers of Antietam, Harry Smeltzer 
– Col Albert L. Magilton  
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
 
October 5  at 2PM: Commanders of 
Antietam, Marty Pritchett – Col. 
James A. Walker 
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
 
October 19 at 2PM: Commanders 
of Antietam, Jim Smith – Brig. 
Gen. Max Weber 
Pry House Barn, 18906 Shepherd-
stown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756 
president@antietaminstitute.org 
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Recurring Events 
 
Throughout the Summer: Where 
Are the Wonders of the World? 
(The picture will change every week.  
Tell us where the wonder is located 
and win a prize!  For tweens and 
teens.)   
Sharpsburg Library 
301-432-8825 
 
Second Wednesdays from 12Noon to 
1:30PM: Lunch and Fellowship at 
the Brethren Church 
123 E Main St. 
301-432-4944 / sharps-
burgcob@outlook.com 
 
First Wednesdays of the month at 
1PM Adults: Book Share 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
Thursdays at 3:30PM: Storytime 
(Ages 3 and Up) 
Sharpsburg Library 
301-432-8825 
 
Second Thursdays every month, Li-
on’s Club 7PM, St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church, 209 W. Main St, Sharpsburg, 
MD 21782 
sharpsburglions@gmail.com  
 
First Saturdays at 10AM: Lego Club 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 

 

Area Churches 
 
Christ Reformed Church 
117 West Main Street 
Sharpsburg 
301-432-6182 
Sundays: 9AM 
 

United Christian Fellowship 
18823 Shepherdstown Pike, Keedys-
ville, MD 21756 
301-432-0110 
Sundays: 8:45AM Fellowship, 9AM 
Sunday School, 10AM Worship & 
Children's Church 
 
Sharpsburg Church of the Breth-
ren 
123 E Main St, Sharpsburg 
Sundays at 10AM, Sunday School at 
10:30AM 
301-432-4944 
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
209 West Main Street 
Sharpsburg 
301-432-7098 
Sundays: 10AM, Sunday School 
(Second and Fourth Sundays starting 
September 25) 
 
Burnside First Church of God 
3904 Mills Rd, Sharpsburg 
Sunday Worship - 9:00am, Sunday 
School - 10:15am 
 
 
Sharpsburg Bible Church 
5134 General Stuart Court, Sharps-
burg 
301-432-5309 
Sunday School 9:30 AM to 10:30 
AM, Sunday Morning Worship & Chil-
dren's Church 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
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Mayor & Councilpersons 
Russ Weaver – Mayor 

Jacob Martz – Vice Mayor 

Mia Parsons – Council 

John Hammond – Council 

Ed Beeler-Council 

Robbie Waters – Council  

Joe Kudla – Council 

(Debbie Smith – Town Clerk) 

106 East Main Street 

PO Box 368 

Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782 

Phone: 301-432-4428 

Fax: 301-432-8990 

https://sharpsburgmd.com/ 

townofsharpsburg@comcast.net 

https://www.facebook.com/
TheTownOfSharpsburg 

Zoning Administrator-Tim Lung 

Sharpsburg.md.zoning@gmail.com 

msa 6/28/24 Ver1.0  
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