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Thanksgiving Message from the Editor 

There is a strange feeling I get towards the end of the year in my 
seventh decade.  The days are shorter, the nights are cooler, and the 
calendar is click-click-clicking down to the end.  The personal im-
plications of this are alarming to anyone with eyes to see and mind 
to perceive. 

Nevertheless there is much to be content, even happy, about. S’all 
good and right on time!  Even more, there is a thankfulness that on-
ly comes in the fullness of time, the breadth of experience, and the 
wisdom that comes with defeats. At this age, you tend to look at a 
bigger picture more and more. 

Please let me tell you what I’m thankful for.  

Abundant, Safe, Reliable, Hot Water…on Demand!  And while I’m at it, throw in a 
Working Sewage System! 

Safe water and a working sewage system can seem like the air we breathe, always there and 
always will be there.  But there was a time in living memory when that was not so.  There are 
people reading these words, including the Editor, who remember another time altogether. 

Let’s go back to the 1960s and before. Geologically, the town sits astride a huge, seamed 
karst formation derived from vast blocks of ancient limestone.  Eroding seams in the lime-
stone carry contaminated surface water for miles and miles. Our water came from Big Spring 
or wells (both contaminated) and cisterns (likely contaminated but definitely unpleasant). 

The town’s outhouses, faulty septic systems, and the practice of flushing sewage down old 
hand-dug wells and directly into the town run created a perfect storm of contagion. I vividly 
remember watching human feces bobbing down our stream, which was hilarious to 10-year-
old me but horrifying now to remember. 

And we do remember.  We remember our classmates who contracted polio. The ones who 
lived were tortured for life.  When the subject of polio came up, a dark cloud passed over my 
mother’s eyes.  We remember that Summer when half the kids were bedridden, bright yellow, 
and so sick with hepatitis.  There were cases of typhoid fever in town earlier in the century. 
We remember all those and the other minor mystery gastrointestinal shenanigans we endured. 

All that started to come to an end starting in the 1960s with the consecutive efforts of 
Mayors Elmer Koontz and Richard “Mick” Leatherman and their Councils. Later, the sewage 
system was installed.   
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Abundant, Safe, Reliable, Hot Water on 
Demand and a Working Sewage System?  
Yeah…just put me down as thankful! 

But while I’m at it, let me add a few more. 

Our Fire and Rescue Services. They quiet-
ly go about their business (planning, practic-
ing, maintaining, recruiting) and show up at 
our door when we need them most. 

Our Churches.  There they are! Their doors 
open to us, again, when we need them most. 

Our Park Service Neighbors.  Every day 
you can go out there and contemplate the sac-
rifice and service of those who fought there 
and reflect on the folly and waste of war. You 
can quietly walk the 14 miles of off-road trails 
and fire roads as you ponder these things. 

Now, I could go on, but I’ve got a Thanks-
giving dinner to cook!  Oh…wait!  Did I men-
tion I’m grateful for abundant food? 

-Editor 

 

Artifact of the Month: Gravesite of the No-
bel Lauriate, Baruch Samuel Blumberg 

The Editor was recently 
invited to a nearby prop-
erty to visit with some 
Maryland historians and 
restorers of historic 
structures.  There exists 
the possibility that it is 
yet another Joseph 
Chapline property site.  
(If more information 
comes to light, the Town Crier will report it.) 

Several hundred yards from the house, there 
rests a cemetery in long use even up to our 
time.  One of the headstones shows it to be the 
internment site of Nobel Lauriate Baruch 
Samuel Blumberg.  Note the Jewish tradition 
of placing rocks on the gravesite. 

The Editor was asked not to reveal the proper-
ty site for now, but it’s 2.2 miles from Town 

Square as the raven 
flies.  Close enough to 
be in the Crier. 

“Barry” Blumberg was 
born in 1925 and died 
in 2011. 

He received the Nobel 
for his foundational 
work on hepatitis B 
virus at the National Institute of Health and 
the Fox Chase Cancer Center. He was also 
President of the American Philosophical Soci-
ety. 

In addition to his scientific work on viruses, 
he was deeply involved in bioethics.  In the 
face of calls to limit the liberty and access to 
education of chronic hepatitis B carriers, he 
publicly advocated for their human rights.  
His work in bioethics and patient’s rights later 
informed the same conversation in the AIDS 
era.    

- Editor 

 

From the Mayor and Council 
New Town Council 

The Sharpsburg Town Crier welcomes two 
new Town Council Members, Ms. Heather 
Waters and Mr. Randy Short.  We look for-
ward to your tenure on the Council and espe-
cially to the skills and small town energy you 
both bring.  Congratulations to Mayor Russ 
Weaver who continues another term in his ef-
forts to make us, “Just What a Small Town 
Should be.”  Finally, we say a regretful good-
bye, for now, to Ms. Mia Parsons and Mr. 
John Hammond who set down their Council 
burdens. Thank you both so much. 

Meeting Cancellation 

The Mayor and Council meeting scheduled 
for Monday, December 2nd has been can-
celed. 
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Swearing In of New Council 

The next meeting will be held on Monday, 
January 6, 2025 when the Mayor and 2 new 
Council Members will be sworn on by Coun-
ty Clerk of the Circuit Court. 2. The next 
meeting will be held on Monday, January 6, 
2025 when the Mayor and 2 new Council 
Members will be sworn on by County Clerk 
of the Circuit Court. 

 Miss Sharpsburg 

The Miss Sharpsburg 2025 Contest winner is 
Reagan Smith. She will be officially crowned 
at the Tree lighting event of Friday, Dec. 6th 
at 6PM. Poster Page 14. 

County Business 

County Planning: Request for Input 

Washington County Planning Commission 
requests your input on the Comprehensive 
Plan for the County.  Want to be part of “the 
solution”?  See the Poster, Page 13. 

- Randy Leatherman 

 

About the Town 
Veterans Day 2024 Celebrated in Sharps-

burg 

Antietam Unit 236 American Legion Auxil-
iary hosted its annual Veterans Day ceremony 
Monday in the Sharpsburg Town Square, ac-
cording to a news release from the auxiliary. 

The program began with the Clopper Mi-
chael Post 10 American Legion Honor Guard 
presenting the colors, and the Unit's Miss 
Poppy, Kimber Eichelberger and the 4th and 
5th grade students of the Sharpsburg Elemen-
tary School leading the pledge of allegiance.  
Saxophonist Mike Lushbaugh played the na-
tional anthem followed by a moment of si-
lence in memory of the dead.  Unit Chaplain 
Debbie Crampton offered the invocation. 

Ava Gift, who emceed the ceremony, ex-
plained the empty chair in front of the podi-
um, draped with the POW/MIA chair cover, 

was a reminder of those 
soldiers who are still 
prisoners of war and 
those missing in action.  
She asked that they and 
their families be kept in 
prayer and not forgot-
ten. Keith Snyder, U.S. 
Air Force veteran and 
Antietam National Battlefield park ranger, 
spoke on the history of Veterans Day. 

An update was given on local soldiers.  Gift 
asked that they be kept in prayer and further 
quoted that "America without her military 
would be like God without His angels." 

The Armed Forces Salute was performed 
by the Boonsboro High School chorus, under 
the direction of Stephen Pompa, and the vet-
erans in attendance, standing shoulder to 
shoulder, stepped forward as they heard their 
service song.  Each veteran introduced them-
selves, giving name, rank where they served 
and some spoke of their military experience.  
Matthew Hill, was one of those who said, "To 
the kids in the audience, Sharpsburg is a won-
derful place to grow up, it's even a better 
place to come back to after you've been out 
and seen the world, you really appreciate it in 
a different light ".  

As a token of appreciation, the veterans 
each received a metal, personal pill box, dec-
orated with an eagle guarding the American 
flag.  This was a reminder to them of all the 
shots and inoculations they received while 
serving in the military. 

The chorus sang "In Flanders Field" fol-
lowed by the placement of memorial wreaths 
at the town's war memorials by Snyder on be-
half of the Antietam National Battlefield, Ja-
cob Martz on behalf of the citizens of Sharps-
burg, also laying wreaths were representatives 
of  Ralph Tag Chapter 14 of Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans, Korean War  

Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
1936, Department of Maryland American Le-
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gion Vice Commander, American Legion Na-
tional Membership Coordinator, American Le-
gion District 7 Commander, Commander of 
Michael Clopper American Legion Post 10, 
Antietam Lodge 197, Antietam Unit 236 
American Legion Auxiliary and Miss Poppy. 

The honor guard of Clopper Michael Post 10 
offered the volley salute followed by the play-
ing of taps.  The program concluded with the 
benediction given by the unit chaplain. 

Ms. Gift thanked all those who helped, par-
ticipated and attended, with special thanks to 
Jeff Taulton for providing the sound system. 

The attached photo is of Air Force Veteran 
Matthew Hill who spoke directly to the stu-
dents at the Sharpsburg Veterans Day ceremo-
ny.  When he was in the military he was one 
of those that an update was given at the annu-
al veterans day 
ceremony each 
year.  He retired 
in 2022 after 
serving 20 
years in the 
United States 
Air Force. 

- Ms. Ava Gift  See More Page 8 

 
Volunteer Opportunity: Sharpsburg Volun-

teer Fire Company 

Are you ready to make a difference in your 
community? Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Com-
pany is looking for dedicated volunteers to 
join our team! Whether you’re interested in 
firefighting, emergency medical response, or 
helping behind the scenes, there’s a role for 
everyone. No prior experience is needed – we 
provide all necessary training. Join us in serv-
ing and protecting our community. If you’re 

ready to step up, 
meet new people, 
and gain valuable 
skills, we’d love to 
hear from you! For 

more information or to volunteer, please con-
tact us at sharpsburgvfc.org, click on “join 
SVFC” or visit our station. Make a difference 
– volunteer today! 

 
Traditional Tolson’s Chapel Event 

Friends of 
Tolsons 
Chapel will 
hold their 
Annual 
“Christmas 
by Candle-
light” at 4:30 
on December 
14th: Hold a candle  and experience what it 
would have been like to attend Christmas 
there in the past. 111 E. High Street (Please 
dress warmly) 

- Ms. Elyssa Doub 

 
Rohrbach Open House and Book Signing 

One of the featured authors at our Open 
House on Dec. 14, is local historian, John 
Schildt. We will have John's recently repub-
lished book "Roads to Antietam" and his new 
book, "The Churches on Main Street" on hand 
to purchase and to get signed. Be sure to stop 
by from 1-4pm.  See Posters, Page 12. 

- Chris Vincent  

 

Lions Club Donates Books 

In October, 
Sharpsburg Lions 
joined with the 
Boonsboro Lions 
to buy books for 
Primary Teachers 
at Sharpsburg, 
Pleasant Valley, 
Boonsboro and 
Greenbriar Ele-
mentary Schools. 
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Shown are Sharpsburg Lions Brenda Kim-
brough and Christine Davis presenting books 
to Sharpsburg teachers, Rebecca Siegrist and 
Lindsey Tierney, and Lion Joanne Richardson 
presenting books to Pleasant Valley teacher 
Jenny Peck-Weigand. Boonsboro Lions pre-
sented the books for Boonsboro and Greenbri-
ar Elementary Schools. 

- Reverend Delancey Catlett 

 
 

An Invitation to “Rediscover Family Tradi-
tions at Holiday Open House” 

See Poster, Page 14 

Date: Saturday December 7th from 1:00pm to 
4:00pm 

Host and Location: Friends of the Washing-
ton County Rural Heritage Museum 

Address: 7313 Sharpsburg Pike ( Route 65 ) 
Boonsboro Md 21713 

website:https://
www.ruralheritagemuseum.org/holiday-open-
house.html4 

email: info.ruralheritagemuseum@gmail.com 

Description: 

Rediscover holiday traditions at the Museum 
and Homestead Holiday Open House 1-4 pm 
Saturday December 7th. In the spirit of the 
holidays, There is no admission fee however 
the museum greatly appreciates any spirit of 
giving! 

-Explore our historic village and stop in to 
watch our Broommaker, 

-Bread baking fundraiser will be from 2-4 pm 
at the Homestead Poffenberger Cabin. Come 

out of the chill, and get warm by the indoor 
hearth and outdoor bread oven. Straight from 
the oven Sourdough Loaves are $12 (at this 
time we only accept cash) 

-Visit with Santa in his sleigh in our Main 
Museum filled with history of businesses and 
homes from the past, and bring a letter to send 
to Santa from the Keedysville Post Office on 
display. 

-Complementary punch and cookies 

-Kids Christmas Crafts with the University of 
Maryland Extension Master Gardeners in the 
main museum. 

Don't forget to peruse our Gift Shop for your 
last minute Christmas Shopping (Cash/Check) 
only. 

- Ms. Elizabeth Stefanik 

 
Model Train Sale 

Mr. Dick Autz invites you to a close-by 
Model Train Sale.  See the Poster, Page 13 

Community Calendar 
(November/December) 

 
November 29 from 12Noon to 4PM: 
Christmas in the Mountains: Hol-
iday Marketplace 
Potomac Ridge Brewing 
16609 Shepherdstown Pike 
240-200-9832 
 
December 2 at 6PM: Town Council 
Meeting 
(CANCELLED) 
Sharpsburg Town Hall 
106 E Main St, Sharpsburg, MD 
21782 
301-432-4428 
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December 6 at 6PM: Christmas 
Tree Lighting/Miss Sharpsburg 
Crowning  Poster Page 14 
Sharpsburg Town Hall 
106 E Main St, Sharpsburg, MD 
21782 
301-432-4428 
 
December 7 at 6PM to 11:45PM: 
Antietam Battlefield Memorial Il-
lumination 
Antietam Battlefield 
301-432-5124 
 
December 7 from 1PM to 4PM: Mu-
seum and Homestead Holiday 
Open House  
See Poster, Page 14 
7313 Sharpsburg Pike 
in-
fo.ruralheritagemuseum@gmail.com 
 
December 11 at 1:30PM: “The Nut-
cracker” (We will have activities re-
lating to the book.) 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
December 11 at 7PM: Annual Holi-
day Jazz Concert  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825    
        
December 14 at 4:30PM: Tolson’s 
Chapel, Christmas by Candlelight  
111 East  High Street 
eldoub@aol.com 
 
December 14 from 1PM to 4PM: 
Open House and Book Signing 
(See Posters, Page 12 
Rohrbach Inn, 138 W Main St.  
301-432-5079 
 
 
 

December 19 at 3:30PM: Santa will 
be here  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 

Recurring Events 
 
Second Wednesdays from 12Noon to 
1:30PM: Lunch and Fellowship at 
the Brethren Church 
123 E Main St. 
301-432-4944 / sharps-
burgcob@outlook.com 
 
First Wednesdays of the month at 
1PM Adults: Book Share 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
Thursdays at 3:30PM: Storytime 
(Ages 3 and Up) 
Sharpsburg Library 
301-432-8825 
 
Second Thursdays every month, Li-
on’s Club 7PM, St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church, 209 W. Main St, Sharps-
burg, MD 21782 
sharpsburglions@gmail.com  
 
First Saturdays at 10AM: Lego Club 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 

 

Area Churches 
 
Christ Reformed Church 
117 West Main Street 
Sharpsburg 
301-432-6182 
Sundays: 9AM 
 
United Christian Fellowship 
18823 Shepherdstown Pike, Keedys-
ville, MD 21756 
301-432-0110 
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Sundays: 8:45AM Fellowship, 9AM 
Sunday School, 10AM Worship & 
Children's Church 
 
Sharpsburg Church of the Breth-
ren 
123 E Main St, Sharpsburg 
Sundays at 10AM, Sunday School at 
10:30AM 
301-432-4944 
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
209 West Main Street 
Sharpsburg 
301-432-7098 
Sundays: 10AM, Sunday School 
(Second and Fourth Sundays starting 
September 25) 
 
Burnside First Church of God 
3904 Mills Rd, Sharpsburg 
Sunday Worship - 9:00am, Sunday 
School - 10:15am 
 
Sharpsburg Bible Church 
5134 General Stuart Court, Sharps-
burg 
301-432-5309 
Sunday School 9:30 AM to 10:30 
AM, Sunday Morning Worship & Chil-
dren's Church 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor & Councilpersons 
Russ Weaver – Mayor 

Jacob Martz – Vice Mayor 

Randy Short – Council 

Heather Waters – Council 

Ed Beeler-Council 

Robbie Waters – Council  

Joe Kudla – Council 

(Debbie Smith – Town Clerk) 

106 East Main Street 

PO Box 368 

Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782 

Phone: 301-432-4428 

Fax: 301-432-8990 

https://sharpsburgmd.com/ 

townofsharpsburg@comcast.net 

https://www.facebook.com/
TheTownOfSharpsburg 

Zoning Administrator-Tim Lung 

Sharpsburg.md.zoning@gmail.com 
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Veterans Day: 2024 
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