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What’s Going on at Church and Main? 

It has been a while since the Town has updated the citizens on the 
exciting park being built on the corner of Church and Main Street.  
This has been several years in the making and now it’s literally 
taking shape! For those who weren’t able to attend the planning 
meetings or have forgotten some of the details, here are some facts 
about the project: 

• The last Town administration applied for and received state grant 
money through Program Open Space to buy the land that was con-
taminated by the leaking tanks from the gas station that used to be 
there, it came with certain important conditions. 

• The owner of the land required as part of the purchase that no 
new buildings or any disturbance of the ground below what was 
ground level at the time was allowed in perpetuity. His stated rea-
son was to avoid any possible future claims against him to do more soil cleanup. Continued 
on Page 4. 

 

From the Inkwell of a Dargan Boy ~ 3/1/25 

‘The Curious Case of Benjamin Buttons’ 

‘No wise man ever wished to be younger’ offered Jonathan Swift.   

I remember getting out of bed one morning and as I stood in front of my 

bedroom mirror, I said to my wife; ‘You know what, my hair is gray, it 

once was black; my knees are buckled; they once were straight; my middle 

is rounder and my pants are tight; I’m falling apart!’ 

“No problem sweetheart, there is nothing wrong with your eyes” replied Sheila 

as I stood there wearing glasses. 
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I was refreshed and smiled. 

The other night I watched the movie, ‘The Curious Case of Benjamin But-

tons’ for the umpteenth time. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote a short story about Benjamin Buttons years ago. 

His tale is of a boy born old at the age of 80 but lives his life backwards in-

stead of forward. As he travels from old age back, Benjamin’s adventures 

become bolder as his youth returns. 

In the beginning of the movie an old clockmaker has made this huge ex-

quisite clock for the local Railroad Station.   

When the clockmaker unveiled his giant masterpiece; all the travelers at 

the station noticed, however, that the hand of the clock traveled 

‘backwards’ instead of forwards. 

The old man had built this beautiful timepiece with the hopes that it might 

turn back time, and return his only son who was killed during the big war. 

And so, begins this story of ‘Benjamin Buttons’. 

How many of you wish to be young again as your faculties turn older and 

those aches and pains arrive?  

A pondering question. 

Benjamin Buttons was born in a large city.  At his birth, his mother died 

after delivery.   

When his father heard the baby cry, he went to the crib to see him, and 

was troubled by his grotesque appearance; he grabbed the baby and ran 

the streets looking for a place to get rid of him. 

He left infant Benjamin on the steps of an ‘old age’ home and the child 

was takin in by a caregiver there. 
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The story is too unexplainable to ex-

plain, but begin to imagine how a 

baby born, at the age of 80, grows 

backwards in time and returns to his 

youth with a destination of sus-

pense, glee, adventure, and sorrow 

as he heads back to the crib. 

An uncanny plot for sure for ‘one 

wishing to be young again. 

I could relive my life with my favor-

ite girl all the way back to that day 

we first met. 

It was a moonlit night hayride un-

der a full moon in Frog Hollow. My 

first embrace, kiss and hug from this 

beautiful young girl would then dis-

appear and I would continue my 

trip back to the crib.  

And to run and play baseball again 

on the Little League diamond, go 

swimming in the river, and traverse 

the mountains in search of mush-

rooms and ginseng with my grand-

mother. 

To spend more time with Grandpa 

before he died in 1959; and to relive 

life with all of those fine people of 

Dargan. 

So many good memories would be 

had. 

Benjamin Buttons had a similar res-

urrection; he was born old and trav-

eled back in time; so many plots to 

consider, so many good times to be 

embraced once more. 

But then one has to ponder those 

clock hands moving backwards. 

While you would be getting young-

er, all your family, friends and love 

ones would be getting older; they 

would soon die as your physique, 

mind, hair and youth return. 

Much ‘Sorrow’ would follow you 

too. 

Tears and smiles would accompany 

you. 

Tis an interesting story about Benja-

min Buttons who lived his life back-

wards and dies at birth.  

Benjamin kept a diary. 

It appears that perhaps Jonathan 

Swift was correct in his saying. 

So, would you really like to be 

young again? 
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I still think of that first kiss, hayride 

and many years of happiness that I 

once had. 

 Going backwards would be nice 

but…… 

The road would end in the same 

place it began. 

Just imagine! 

 

...continued from Page 1 

• Program Open Space grant money may only 
be used to preserve open spaces, and cannot 
be used for any other type of project or pur-
pose.    

• During the review and planning process, the 
Town held four community workshops dis-
cussing the use of the land between November 
2021 and March 2022. The public was invited 
to all the meetings through the town website 
and town Facebook page. 

• With the land use limitations, it was decided 
to create an interpretive park that showcased 
the rich history of Sharpsburg.  

• The design includes a town sign and inter-
pretive plaques detailing Sharpsburg’s history 
from the history of the area before and after 
the battle. It will also be a starting point for 
the town walking tour. 

• No playground equipment will be installed 
in the park. The Town has other parks for that 
type of use. Several parking spaces are incor-
porated in the design to alleviate any conges-
tion issues. 

• The total cost of constructing the park will 
be about $411,000, of that the Town is respon-
sible for 10%. Due to Covid era grants, the 
money being spent by the Town was recov-

ered, and in effect, the project cost no Town 
tax revenue.  

• When all funding sources for each phase of 
the project are factored in, the Town was suc-
cessful in securing over $500,000 in grant rev-
enue which would otherwise have been allo-
cated to projects in other communities. 

• If Sharpsburg had not applied for these 
grants, other towns in the state would have re-
ceived them. This is a great example of how 
the Town is bringing back state taxes, with 
92% of the total cost paid by Program Open 
Spaces grants that would have otherwise gone 
to other Maryland towns. 

Projected completion date: July 2025 

- Town of Sharpsburg 

 

In Praise of Small Town Greenspace 

They’re what separates a town jewel from 
just another grassy plot. Like our churches, 
they offer an opportunity to break out of our 
everyday life and experience a little tranquili-
ty, maybe some perspective. Sometimes you 
just need to get out of the house for a while. 
There it is, right in town. Sit for a half an 
hour. Watch the traffic and be glad you’re not 
in it. Contemplate the deep history that passed 
right this way; The Native Americans visiting 
the spring, wagons rumbling on the Philadel-
phia Road, General Edward Braddock on his 
way to disaster, and his death, at Fort Duques-
ne, Confederate forces hustling through, Fed-
eral forces remaining here for many weeks, 
the ebb and flow of ordinary lives through the 
centuries, and the changes that are coming.  In 
the time before us, we will be grateful for 
such places. 

- Editor  
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From the Mayor and Council 
Invitation to Participate in the Memorial 

Day Parade 

Would you like to participate in this year’s 

Memorial Day Parade, or do you know an or-

ganization or group that would? Fill out and 

return the attached application (Pages 15 and 

16) by April 15th to be a part of this historic 

event!  

- Town of Sharpsburg 

 

Town Events 

Mark your calendars for the upcoming 

events in town. For more details on each 

event, please visit the municipal calendar on 

the towns website at Sharpsburgmd.com or 

contact town hall at 301-432-4428   See also 

the Community Calendar and Poster on Page 

17 

- Town of Sharpsburg 

 

Potomac Ridge Brewery Achieves Its One-

Year Anniversary 

I was pleased to 

present a certifi-

cate on behalf of 

the Town of 

Sharpsburg to my 

friends Jeff and 

Dorrie Pilot in recognition of the one-year an-

niversary of the opening of Potomac Ridge 

Brewery! 

If you haven’t already been, you are surely 

missing out! Congratulations to Jeff and Dor-

rie, and to all of the staff at PRB for a very 

successful first year, and here’s to the success-

ful start of a bright future! 

- Vice Mayor Jake Martz 

About the Town 
Sharpsburgh Museum of History Has New 

College Intern 

Come out and meet 
our new Intern Jamie 
Semft 

Jamie is a graduate 
student at Liberty Uni-
versity pursuing a de-
gree in Public History. 
She will graduate in 
May of this year. She has been married for 17 
years to her husband mark. They live in 
Greencastle, Pa. They have two dogs, Rhett 
butler and Vivien Leigh. They also have three 
cats, Scarlett, Ashley and Colin 

While Jamie is with our museum, she will be 
helping in Organizing our rare books, refer-
ence books, displays, In coming artifact dona-
tions and anything else in the day to day oper-
ation of a museum. 

- Director, Sharpsburg Museum of History 

 
Unit Presents Blue Star Banner 

 On behalf of Antie-

tam Unit 236 American 

Legion Auxiliary, Presi-

dent Ava Gift presented 

a Blue Star Banner to 

Brandi Molina during 

the monthly ladies Bi-

ble Study at the Sharps-

burg Bible Church on 

Saturday, March 8.   Her 

son Brandon Longerbeam is a 2021 graduate 

of Boonsboro Senior High School and joined 

the Army in 2022, currently stationed at Fort 

Ms. Brandi Molina 

and Ms. Ava Gift  
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Sill, Oklahoma, which is known as the world-

renowned U.S. Army Field Artillery School. 

He is the son of Rene and Brandi Molina and 

Michael Longerbeam. 

Created in 1917, Blue Star Banners were a 

common site during World War I and World 

War II.  Resurrected by the Legion in 2001, 

the banner is displayed to show 

that a family member is cur-

rently serving in the armed 

forces. 

- Ms. Ava Gift  
 
 

Antietam Institute News 
 

Change of Command! 

Jim Rosebrock, for-
mer Antietam Institute 
vice president and 
founding member, was 
elected President by the 
Board of Directors dur-
ing the board meeting 
in February. Jim is well
-known in Civil War 
circles as the expert on Artillery of Antietam 
(and author of the book by the same name). 
For the last two years, Jim has led the Insti-
tute's philanthropic efforts. Congratulations, 
Jim!  Read more about Jim at: https://
antietaminstitute.org/about/ 

- Executive Director, Antietam Institute 
(executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org) 

 
Help Us Push Over This Milestone! 

We're just one away of 400 Institute mem-
bers coming up on our 4th Anniversary. If you 
like our publications and believe in our mis-
sion, become a member! Be sure to pass this 
form to someone else to become a member of 
the Antietam Institute. You can join for as lit-

tle as $25 a year.  See all the benefits you can 
receive at the different membership levels. 
JOIN TODAY!   

https://antietaminstitute.org/membership/ 

- Executive Director, Antietam Institute 
(executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org) 

 
Grand Opening of Our Education Center! 

You are cordially invited to attend the grand 
opening of the Antietam Institute's Education 
Center on Saturday, April 5th at 1:30pm.  Help 
us celebrate this next step in fulfilling the In-
stitute's mission of furthering education and 
research of the Maryland Campaign of 1862. 

The center is located at 101W Main Street in 
Sharpsburg. Parking is available behind the 
building or across the street in the municipal 
parking lot.  Light refreshments will be served 
after the ceremony, and you are welcome to 
stay for the afternoon presentation at 2pm. In-
stitute president and author of Artillery of An-
tietam, Jim Rosebrock will discuss “Civil War 
Artillery 101". 

Please RSVP to executivedirec-
tor@antietaminstitute.org by April 1 

- Executive Director, Antietam Institute 
(executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org) 

 
Monthly Membership Saturdays 

(Editor’s Note: Members Only. To join this 
remarkable and active group, contact Execu-
tive Director, Antietam Institute, execu-
tivedirector@antietaminstitute.org) 

Each month the Antietam Institute will spon-
sor a morning battlefield hike called 
"Following in the Footsteps".  These two-hour 
programs on Saturday mornings over the 
course of six months will be led by Antietam 
Institute historians and will cover the actions 
of a specific regiment or battery on the battle-
field. For more information go to: https://
antietaminstitute.org/seasonal-events/ 

April 5 – Sharon Murray: Almost Annihilated: 

https://antietaminstitute.org/about/
https://antietaminstitute.org/about/
https://antietaminstitute.org/membership/
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Light Company B, 4th US Artillery at Antie-
tam 

May 3 – Joe Stahl: Introduction to the War: 
14th Connecticut Infantry 

June 7 – Laura Marfut: “Confusion Reigned 
Supreme:” The Desperate Counter-Attack of 
the 27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas af-
ter the Fall of the Sunken Road 

July 12 – Brad Gottfried: Fighting with the 
“Third Texas:” The 18th Georgia at Antietam 

August 2 – Gary Rohrer: “A Senseless Charge 
into a Cauldron of Fire” The 7th Maine Volun-
teer Infantry 

September 6 – Jim Rosebrock: Hiram Dryer 
and the 4th U.S. Infantry 

That afternoon we will gather in our Educa-
tion Center for a featured presentation begin-
ning at 2pm. The Education Center is at 101W 
Main Street, Sharpsburg. 

April 5: Jim Rosebrock – Artillery 101 

May 3: Matt Borders – Life of a Civil War 
Soldier 

June 7: Justin Mayhue – Small Arms Weapons 
at Antietam 

July 12: Meet the Authors of Commanders of 
Antietam 

August 2: Kevin Boyer – Artifacts of the Mar-
yland Campaign 

September 6: Joe Stahl – CVDs and Identifi-
cation Disks of Soldiers from the Maryland 
Campaign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Calendar 
(March-August) 

 
March 26 at 6PM: Attracting Hum-
mingbirds  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
March 27 at 3:30: Community Sto-
ry Time, Wildflowers!  
Meet behind Ferry Hill, 16500 
Sharpsburg Pike  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
April 2 at 6PM : Discussion about 
the Spice of the Month  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
April 5 at 1:30PM: Grand Opening 
Antietam Institute's Education 
Center 
101W Main Street 
Antietam Institute 
executivedirec-
tor@antietaminstitute.org 
 
April 7 at 6PM: Town Council 
Meeting 
Sharpsburg Town Hall 
106 E Main St, Sharpsburg, MD 
21782 
301-432-4428 
 
April 12: Antietam Institute Sym-
posium:  
“Defending It to the Last Ex-
tremity:” Harpers Ferry and the 
Road to Antietam 
Student Center, Shepherd University. 
https://antietaminstitute.org/2025-
spring-symposium/ 
Membership and fee required 
Antietam Institute 
president@antietaminstitute.org 

mailto:president@antietaminstitute.org
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April 13 at 9:30AM: Community 
Palm Sunday Service 
Sharpsburg Town Square 
Organized by St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church 
 
April 14 through April 18: Spring 
Brush Pick-Up 
106 E Main St 
301-432-4428 
 
April 15 at 6PM: “The Churches on 
Main Street, Antietam Aftermath: 
The Sharpsburg Story”, Reverend 
John Schildt 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825  
  
April 23 at 1:30PM: Home School 
Book Club, “Vanderbeekers of 
141st Street” 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
April 24 at 3:30PM: Community 
Story Time/Town Spring and Ice 
Cream at Nutters 
Meet at the library 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
May 1 from 1:30PM to 6:30PM: May 
Day Plant/Seed Swap and Share 
(in front of the library) 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
May 3 from 9:15AM to 1PM: Free 
Comic Book Day 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
May 14 at 1:30PM: Home School 
Book Club, “Oscar about Town”  
Sharpsburg Library  

301-432-8825   
 
May 14: Curbside Bulk Clean-Up 
106 E Main St 
301-432-4428 
 
April 26 from 7AM to 10AM: Annual 
Fishing Rodeo 
at Town Pond 
106 E Main St 
301-432-4428 
  
April 26: Women of Sharpsburg 
Exhibit 
In the Sharpsburgh Museum of His-
tory 
301-800-6877 
Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhis
tory.com 
 
May 24: Memorial Day Events 
Ceremony at 11AM 
Parade at 2 PM  
106 E Main St 
301-432-4428 
 
May 28 at 6PM: Gardening Know 
How with Master Gardener-
Trica/Our Local Birds of Prey  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
May 29 at 3:30PM: Community 
Story Time/Sharpsburg Park 
Meet at the Sharpsburg Park on West 
High Street/at the library if inclem-
ent weather 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
June 5 from 2PM to 6PM: Colors of 
Boba Tea 
try different flavors of Boba tea  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
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June 7 from 10AM to 4PM: Commu-
nity Market 
To benefit Sharpsburg Emergency 
Medical Services 
110 1/2 W Chapline St. 
(301) 432-5348 
 
June 12 at 3:30PM: Color Our 
World Summer Reading Club 
Kickoff 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
September 20 from 10AM to 5PM: 
Sharpsburg Days 
See Poster, Page 18 
Sharpsburgh Museum of History 
(301) 800-6877 
Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhi
story.com 
 
August 9: Candy and the Civil War 
Sharpsburgh Museum of History 
301-800-6877 
Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhi
story.com 

Recurring Events 
 

Sharpsburg Market: April 6, April 
27, May 4, May 18, June 1, June 22, 
July 6, July 20, August 3, August 17, 
September 7, September 21, Octo-
ber 5, October 19 
Behind Battleview Market 
SharpsburgFM@gmail.com 
 
Second Wednesdays from 12Noon to 
1:30PM: Lunch and Fellowship at 
the Brethren Church 
123 E Main St. 
301-432-4944 / sharps-
burgcob@outlook.com 
 
First Wednesdays of the month at 
1PM Adults: Book Share 
Sharpsburg Library  

301-432-8825 
 
Thursdays at 3:30PM: Storytime 
(Ages 3 and Up) 
Sharpsburg Library 
301-432-8825 
 
Second Thursdays every month, Li-
on’s Club 7PM, St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church, 209 W. Main St, Sharps-
burg, MD 21782 
sharpsburglions@gmail.com  
 
First Saturdays at 10AM: Lego Club 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 

Area Churches 
 
Christ Reformed Church 
117 West Main Street 
Sharpsburg 
301-432-6182 
Sundays: 9AM 
 
United Christian Fellowship 
18823 Shepherdstown Pike, Keedys-
ville, MD 21756 
301-432-0110 
Sundays: 8:45AM Fellowship, 9AM 
Sunday School, 10AM Worship & 
Children's Church 
 
Sharpsburg Church of the Breth-
ren 
123 E Main St, Sharpsburg 
Sundays at 10AM, Sunday School at 
10:30AM 
301-432-4944 
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
209 West Main Street 
Sharpsburg 
301-432-7098 
Sundays: 10AM, Sunday School 
(Second and Fourth Sundays start-
ing September 25) 
 

mailto:Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhistory.com
mailto:Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhistory.com
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Burnside First Church of God 
3904 Mills Rd, Sharpsburg 
Sunday Worship - 9:00am, Sunday 
School - 10:15am 
 
Sharpsburg Bible Church 
5134 General Stuart Court, Sharps-
burg 
301-432-5309 
Sunday School 9:30 AM to 10:30 
AM, Sunday Morning Worship & Chil-
dren's Church 10:30 AM to 11:30 
AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayor & Councilpersons 
Russ Weaver – Mayor 

Jacob Martz – Vice Mayor 

Randy Short – Council (elect) 

Heather Waters – Council (elect) 

Ed Beeler-Council 

Robbie Waters – Council  

Joe Kudla – Council 

(Debbie Smith – Town Clerk) 

106 East Main Street 

PO Box 368 

Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782 

Phone: 301-432-4428 

Fax: 301-432-8990 

https://sharpsburgmd.com/ 

townofsharpsburg@comcast.net 

https://www.facebook.com/
TheTownOfSharpsburg 

Zoning Administrator-Tim Lung 

Sharpsburg.md.zoning@gmail.com 
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Attachments: 

mailto:townofsharpsburg@comcast.net
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