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A Civil Society (A Message from Mayor Russ Weaver) 
 

With the approaching 250th anniversary of our great nation we should take time to reflect on 
the great community in which we live. Imagine you are a time-traveler and you are standing 
in Town square in 1776 and able to watch the evolution of our Town. You would be in the first 
town in Washington County, already over a decade old and you would watch a town become a 
place where you could achieve a sense of purpose that comes from being rooted within fami-
ly, community, churches, schools, voluntary organizations and country.  

 
These principles were highlighted in the early 1800’s by a French philosopher and political 

thinker named Alexis Tocqueville (pronounced Tock-Ville). An idea he called civil society. He 
emphasized the value of these associations, and local governance as crucial to maintaining a 
healthy democracy. Such groups help prevent government overreach and encourage active 
participation among citizens. He believed that these associations were natural gatherings of 
individuals who come together to share ideas and work toward common purposes. He argued 
that civil associations enable individuals to engage with one another, contributing to the social 
fabric by creating a sense of unity and cooperation. He also observed that such associations 
stem from individuals pooling their knowledge and abilities helping to organize their efforts 
more effectively. 

 
In Sharpsburg today we have many opportunities to connect and engage. This is not to say 

the only way is through town government. Joining a church or social organizations presents 
individuals with unique opportunities to participate. The Town of Sharpsburg has multiple op-
portunities for citizens to pool their knowledge and abilities by participating in meetings, join-
ing committees, running for office or volunteering to 
work on projects. Let us know if you want to connect 
with fellow citizens through a Town activity. It is our 
hope that the 250th anniversary will cause us to stop and 
reflect on what it takes to maintain communities and a na-
tion where its citizens will always be able to achieve a 
well rooted sense of purpose. 

In closing, here is part of one of my favorite presidential 
speeches by Theodore Roosevelt sometimes called the 
“Man in the Arena” speech. 

 
“It is not the critic who counts: not 

the man who points out how the 

President Teddy Roosevelt at the 

Sorbonne 

Inkwell of a Dargan Boy starts on Page 2! 
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strong man stumbles or where the doer of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to 
the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who 
strives valiantly, who errs and comes up short again and again, because there is no effort with-
out error or shortcoming, but who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who 
spends himself in a worthy cause; who, at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of high 
achievement, and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring greatly, so that his 
place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who knew neither victory nor defeat.” 

 

Theodore Roosevelt  Speech at the Sorbonne, Paris, April 23, 1910 
 

   -  Mayor Weaver 

 

From the inkwell of a Dargan Boy... 

An old wise man speaks of kindness 

Some say there once was an old wise man who lived many years ago.  
He would watch the world go by and told his stories about the lessons he 
learned from watching.  His name was Aesop. 

And as his tales were told each one had a ‘special’ message. He told a 
story long ago about ‘kindness’. 

Have you thought of kindness lately?  
Do you even know what it means? 
Kindness is the ‘quality of being friendly, generous and considerate’. 
Let us see what Aesop had to say about kindness: 
‘One day Aesop told the story about a Dove who had 

seen an ant fall into a brook.  As the Ant struggled to reach the 
bank, the Dove dropped a blade of straw close beside it in the 
water.  Clinging to the straw, the ant, like ‘a shipwrecked sail-
or to a broken spar’, managed to float safety to the shore. 

‘Soon after, the Ant saw a man getting ready to kill the 
Dove with a stone. But just as he cast the stone, the Ant stung 
him in the heel, so that the pain made him miss his aim, and 
the startled Dove flew to safety in a distant wood.’ 

The moral of this story ~ A kindness is never wasted. 

Have you seen any acts of kindness? 

“I walked the streets of the city, and saw some acts of kindness” said 
the grandfather to his grandson; may I speak of them to you? 
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“In the restaurant sat an old 
and lonely lady; her dress was shab-
by and appearance unkempt. A 
young gentleman told the waitress 
that he would pay for the lady’s 
lunch. 

At the coffee shop, an elderly 
man walked in to order his morning 
coffee; the lady in front of him said, 
“Sir, I have done no good deeds on 
this day, may I treat you to your 
morning coffee”? 

A young lad was with his par-
ents on the way to the grocery store; 
as he approached the entrance an 
old lady with a walking cane was 
slowly coming toward him; the 
young man waited, opened the door 
and bid the lady good day. 

No act of kindness is ever wasted, 
this lad once learned. 

The woman and her family 
were displaced by a serious fire and 
home totally destroyed.  A local 
stranger went to his bank, withdrew 
$1000 and gave it to her to obtain 
some necessities. 

A nearby neighbor had lost her 
mother to a battle of cancer. Her 
friend came to visit the family to of-
fer consoling, sympathy and assis-
tance. 

The food bank was getting low 
on supplies said the Preacher to his 

congregation; please help to replen-
ish the supplies was his prayer, and 
some church members responded. 

A woman had noticed a 
strange lump in her chest and her 
doctor had ordered a biopsy; she 
confided in a neighbor who offered 
concern, hope, and support for her 
situation. 

And finally, grandson, your 
grandpa went to visit an old friend 
for the last time as he was near 
death; I whispered “I love you my 
friend,” gently rubbed his brow, and 
thanked him for the many good 
memories as he took his last 
breath.” 

“So ~ It is good 
to be kind grandson.” 

“For some say, 
“Kindness is the great-
est wisdom.” 

 

News from Sharpsburg Church of the 
Brethren 

 

Sharpsburg Church of the Brethren held its 
2nd Wednesday lunch on July 9th. The theme 
was a “potluck picnic”. There was plenty to 
eat a trivia game and lots of people took ad-
vantage of the open mic to share musical tal-
ent. 

 

On Sunday the 20th we had an Hawaiian 
shirt and croc shoes Sunday. All we encour-
aged to wear their Hawaiian shirt and croc 
shoes. After the service we enjoyed Hawaiian 
Punch and pineapple upside down cake. Pas-
tor did think he was going to get away with-
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out a tie that Sunday but 
right before service he 
was present one with hula 
girls on it. 
 

Our next 2nd Wednesday 
lunch will be August 
13th, twelve noon. All are 
invited. Our theme will 
be an Hawaiian luau. If 
you have a talent you 
would like to share remember we have a open 
mic, just keep it church appropriate. 
 
- Submitted by Brother Brad 
 

Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Company 
Events 

 

1. Spaghetti Dinner: August 16 See Poster 
on Page 17. 

 
2. Birds Over Antietam-2025 
Save the Date-Saturday September 27th, 

2025—Preparations are being  firmed up for 
the 2025 Birds over Antietam Clay Shoot con-
ducted by the Sharpsburg Vol. Fire Co. in 
Keedysville.  This is a unique opportunity for 
local sport enthusiasts, from novice to experts, 
to enjoy outdoor challenges in a  beautiful and 
safe environment.  Additional details are 
forthcoming but looking for additional shoot-
ers, individuals or teams of 4.  If interested, 
please call 240-816-1824 or email to sharps-
burgvfc@gmail.com. 

 
3. Crab Feed. The Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire 

Company will be having another Crab Feed 
on October 18th, 2025 at Cochran’s Auction 
Complex in Boonsboro.  Admittance includes 
“All you can eat” Maryland Crabs, chicken 
dinner with sides, snacks, and of course 
“Fireman’s Milk” and other beverages all af-
ternoon.  Doors open at noon with crabs 
served from 2-5pm.   Gaming will be availa-
ble throughout the event.  Tickets are only 
$50.  For additional information or to  get 

your tickets, see a member or call 443-398-
4510.  Enjoy a fun day  sharing the Chesa-
peake’s bounty with friends and neighbors 
while supporting our local emergency ser-
vices. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

New Vehicle Speed Pattern: Dunker 
Church Road on the Battlefield 

Our neighbors in the Park Service have re-
quested that the Town Crier post information 
about a speed limit change. Due to the signifi-
cant foot traffic in the vicinity of Dunker 
Church and the intersection of Smoketown 
Road and Dunker Church Road, the speed 
limit has been reduced to 25 mph. There are 
times of day when there are lots of walkers, 
joggers, dog-people, and battlefield visitors 
using those paved roads. 
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Sharpsburg Museum of History`s Summer 

Employee 

Meet Max Gregg, 
Sharpsburg Museum of 
History`s (SMH) sum-
mer employee with 
the Western Maryland 
Consortium Pro-
gram.  Max is an Intern 
at Sharpsburgh Museum 
of History.  He enjoys volunteering here at 
SMH. Max had been the Volunteer of the Year 
for the last four years. Max loves all History. 
He loves to give tours and talk about the Ex-
hibits. His special project is the restoration of 
the Sharpsburg Diorama 1862, Garrison 
Springs Settlement and Bridgeport/Lock 38. 
He and his family live in Sharpsburg. Max is 
also working on two new displays, one of 

Businesses of Sharps-
burg and the Canal. 
Max is a big help to 
Sharpsburg`s museum 
and a great team player 
that gives his all for the 
museum and it it a 
privilege to work with 
him . 

 

-  Thanks, Ed Beeler, Director SMH 
 

From the Mayor and Council 
Town Council Vacancies 

Applications are being accepted to fill two-(2) 
council vacancies through Friday, August 
15th. For an application or questions, please 
contact the Town Administrator at 
301.432.4428 or email townofsharps-
burg@comcast.net (Application attached on 
Pages 12 and 13) 

 
Public Notice  

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND ARTICLE 6 
ENTITLED “FINANCE”, SECTION 622 EN-
TITLED “PURCHASING AND CON-
TRACTS” OF THE CHARTER OF THE 
TOWN OF SHARPSBURG FOR THE PUR-

POSE OF INCREASING THE MINIMUM 
EXPENDITURE AMOUNT REQUIRING 
SUBMISSION OF A WRITTEN CON-
TRACT AND SEALED  BIDS TO EXPEND-
ITURES INVOLVING MORE THAN 
$20,000 (Attached on Pages 14 and 15.) 
  

Citizen of the Year 
 

Congratulations to Vice-Mayor Jake Martz for 
being the 2025 Citizen of the Year! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Calendar 
(July – October) 

 

July 26 NOON to 1:30PM: Rural History 
Day 
7313 Sharpsburg Pike 
301-788-6687 
 
July 26 from 3PM to 5PM: Steak Feed, 
Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Company 
Potomac Ridge Brewing Company, Shep-
herdstown Pike 
301-991-2230 
 
July 28 at 7PM: Jim Rosebrock, Organi-
zation of the Federal Artillery in the 
Civil War 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Antietam Institute  at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 209 W. Main St. 
executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org 

Left: Vice-Mayor Jake Martz, 

Citizen of the Year   Right: 

Mayor Russ Weaver  

mailto:townofsharpsburg@comcast.net
mailto:townofsharpsburg@comcast.net
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July 31 at 3:30PM: Puppet Show and 
Bookmobile Stop 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
August 2 at 10AM: Lego Club  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
August 4 at 7PM: Tracey McIntire, The 
Fate of Antietam’s Wounded 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Antietam Institute  at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 209 W. Main St. 
executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org 
 
August 4 at 6PM: Town Council Meeting 
Sharpsburg Town Hall 
106 E Main St, Sharpsburg, MD 21782 
301-432-4428 
 
Week of August 5 Anytime the Library’s 
Open: Paint the Town 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
August 6 at 1PM: Adult Book Share 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
August 9: Candy and the Civil War 
Sharpsburgh Museum of History 
301-800-6877 
Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhistory.c
om 
 
August 11 at 7PM: Steve Stotelmyer, 
Little Mac at the Front 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Antietam Institute  at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 209 W. Main St. 
executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org 
 
August 12, 13 and 14 anytime from 2PM to 
6PM: Teen Watercolor Painting 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
August 16 from 3PM to 6PM: Spaghetti 
Dinner 
Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Company  
110 West Chapline St. 
(Poster Page 17) 
301-432-6321 

 
August 18 at 7PM: Dr. Jen Murray, 
Meade at War: General George Meade 
and the Army of the Potomac, 1861-
1865 

Civil War Lecture Series 
Antietam Institute  at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 209 W. Main St. 
executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org 
 
August 21 at 3:30PM: Mr. Jon Kids Con-
cert  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
August 23: Spud Fest Saturday, Annual 
Heritage Potato Harvest Festival, Field 
Plowing, Draft Horses, Children’s Potato 
Picking Contests, Meet a Civil War Horse 
and Union Soldier, Farmstead Hearth 
Cooking Food. 
Friends of the WCRHM, 7313 Sharpsburg 
Pike 
301-788-6687 / 
www.ruralheritagemuseum.org 
 
August 24: Spud Fest Sunday, Chil-
dren’s Potato Sack Races, Colonial 
Scavenger Hunt, 19th Century Village, 
Food.  
Friends of the WCRHM, 7313 Sharpsburg 
Pike 
301-788-6687 / 
www.ruralheritagemuseum.org 
 
August 25 at 7PM: John Schildt, Freder-
ick, the Crossroads of the Civil War 
Civil War Lecture Series 
Antietam Institute  at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 209 W. Main St. 
executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org 
 
Week of August 26 Anytime the Library’s 
Open: Hanging Yarn Art   
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
September 3 at 1PM: Adult Book Share 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
September 6 at 10AM: Lego Club 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 

mailto:executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org
mailto:executivedirector@antietaminstitute.org
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September 11 at 1:30PM: Homeschool 
Program: Veterans 
(Meet some local veterans and hear their 
stories.  Make cards for local hospitalized 
veterans.   
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
September 20 from 10AM to 5PM: Sharps-
burg Days 
Sharpsburgh Museum of History 
(301) 800-6877 
Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhistory.c
om 
 
September 20 from 9:30AM to 12:30PM: 
Sharpsburg Days Scavenger Hunt  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
September 24 at 1:30PM: Homeschool 
Book Club “Babe: The Sheep Pig” by 
Dick King-Smith  
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
September 25 at 3:30PM: Community 
Story Time  
(Meet at the library and we will walk up 
and explore the new park on the corner of 
Main and Church.)   
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
September 25 from 5PM to 6:30PM: Appa-
lachian Save a Life Day/Narcan Train-
ing 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
September 27: Birds Over Antietam, 
Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Company 
240-816-1824 / sharpsburgvfc@gmail.com 
 
October 18 12Noon to 5PM: Crab Feed, 
Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Company 
Cochran’s Auction Complex, Boonsboro 
443-398-4510 
 

 

 

 

 

Recurring Events 
 

Anytime this Summer: Library Scavenger 
Hunt 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
June 1 to August 13:Tiny Art (All county 
library branches) 
Pick up a tiny art kit to take home.    
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825   
 
Sharpsburg Market: April 6, April 27, 
May 4, May 18, June 1, June 22, July 6, Ju-
ly 20, August 3, August 17, September 7, 
September 21, October 5, October 19 
Behind Battleview Market 
SharpsburgFM@gmail.com 
 
Second Wednesdays from 12Noon to 
1:30PM: Lunch and Fellowship at the 
Brethren Church 
123 E Main St. 
301-432-4944 / sharps-
burgcob@outlook.com 
 
First Wednesdays of the month at 1PM 
Adults: Book Share 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 
Thursdays at 3:30PM: Storytime (Ages 3 
and Up) 
Sharpsburg Library 
301-432-8825 
 
First Saturdays at 10AM: Lego Club 
Sharpsburg Library  
301-432-8825 
 

Area Churches 
 

Christ Reformed Church 
117 West Main Street 
Sharpsburg 
301-432-6182 
Sundays: 9AM 
 
United Christian Fellowship 
18823 Shepherdstown Pike, Keedysville, 
MD 21756 
301-432-0110 

mailto:Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhistory.com
mailto:Ed.Beeler@sharpsburghmuseumofhistory.com
mailto:sharpsburgvfc@gmail.com
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Sundays: 8:45AM Fellowship, 9AM Sunday 
School, 10AM Worship & Children's Church 
 
Sharpsburg Church of the Brethren 
123 E Main St, Sharpsburg 
Sundays at 10AM, Sunday School at 
10:30AM 
301-432-4944 
 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
209 West Main Street 
Sharpsburg 
301-432-7098 
Sundays: 10AM, Sunday School (Second 
and Fourth Sundays starting September 
25) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor & Councilpersons 
Russ Weaver – Mayor 

Jacob Martz – Vice Mayor 

Randy Short – Council 

Heather Waters – Council 

Ed Beeler-Council 

Joe Kudla – Council 

(Debbie Smith – Town Clerk) 

106 East Main Street 

PO Box 368 

Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782 

Phone: 301-432-4428 

Fax: 301-432-8990 

https://sharpsburgmd.com/ 

townofsharpsburg@comcast.net 

https://www.facebook.com/
TheTownOfSharpsburg 

Zoning Administrator-Tim Lung 

Sharpsburg.md.zoning@gmail.com 
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